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Professional Conduct Agreement

While participating in field placement, students are a representative of Seneca Polytechnic and are expected to maintain a high standard of professionalism. Students are required to
follow the ethical practices outlined in the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014 and adhere to college policies, including the Academic Integrity Policy, Discrimination and Harassment
Policy, and Student Code of Conduct.

Students will ensure they implement and follow health and safety protocols during their placement. This includes being aware of the physical, emotional health, and safety needs of
children and promptly alerting staff of any potential risky situations.

Students must be able to function independently at the required level to ensure the academic learning outcomes are met. Seneca Polytechnic and/or community partners have the
right and responsibility to make decisions to end a field placement opportunity, if a student demonstrates behaviours that could interfere with the safety and well-being of children in
their care.

Examples of unprofessional and prohibited conduct:

Leaving children unattended Using electronic technology for

e Breach of confidentiality personal use (e.g. cell phones)

o Falsifying signatures on field during placement hours
documents e Consistent absences or lateness

o Attending field under the influence of e Disrespectful attitude with
alcohol or drugs that hinder judgment placement staff or families

e Physically harming a child (including e Dress code violations
striking, yanking, or pushing) e Unauthorized collection or misuse

e Inappropriate touching of a child of children’s photos

o Belittling, berating or demeaning a e Professional misconduct or failure
child to adhere to community partner’s

e Sleeping while at placement policies

Reported incidents of non-compliance with ethical behaviour and standards of practice will be reviewed. If a student is found responsible of such behaviour, the academic
area or community partner may decide to end the field placement. Further consequences may result in:

e Removal from the placement;
e Failing the field placement course (and subsequently any co-requisite course);
e Being withdrawn from Seneca’s School of Early Childhood Education program.
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