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Child Development Practitioner - Apprenticeship Certificate
Offered at Newnham Campus

Child Development Practitioner - Seneca, Toronto, Canada (senecapolytechnic.ca) 

Students enrolled in the Apprenticeship Program undertake the theory component of the course in the evening.  The field placement practicum

component of the course is generally achieved at the student’s worksite. Parallel to enrollment at Seneca Polytechnic, students are also registered as

Child Development Practitioner Apprentices with the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development. The student and their employer

must enter into a contract, representing the employer’s willingness to support the student in gaining specific skills at the worksite as well as the

signing-off of the Apprenticeship contract which reflects the number of working hours accrued, and the competencies met by the student. The ECE

Diploma will not be granted until both the academic and apprenticeship components of the Program are completed. 

APPRENTICESHIP 
The student will receive a Child Development Practitioner - Seneca, Toronto, Canada (senecapolytechnic.ca) Apprenticeship Certificate from the

Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development upon completion of 4,000 – 6,000 required apprenticeship hours and all of the ECE

related subjects.

Apprenticeship students must provide completion letters (from all employers) to the Ministry. The letters must include:

i. dates worked

ii. total number of hours worked

iii. a guarantee that the hours were worked in an ECE capacity

If a student changes their place of employment during the course of their ECE training they need to contact their Ministry consultant and sign a

new contract with their new employer.

After the Ministry review all the requirements, they will process the certificate of apprenticeship.

Students will be awarded an ECE Diploma from Seneca Polytechnic upon completion of three general education (liberal studies) subjects, plus

Communicating Across Contexts, and their ECE related subjects. The general education subjects are related to a Ministry of Education requirement

that each college graduate must have completed a general education component.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Early Childhood Education teaches ways to facilitate the physical, motor, language, social, emotional and cognitive development of children. 

Students acquire observation skills needed to evaluate a child’s developmental progress.

The curriculum includes the competencies in the ECE Program Standards of the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills

Development: https://www.ontario.ca/page/college-program-standard-early-childhood-education
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The philosophy of the program is based on the principle that Early Childhood Education course material is learned best through the

interweaving of practical experience and theoretical studies. To this end, students will be asked to implement learning from classes within their

worksites.

Assignments are designed so that students apply ideas to actual situations.  Class discussions are developed around experiences in field

placement and observations in the laboratory teaching school.

 


